
 Mueller Hut, Aoraki / Mt Cook National Park 

 Nicknamed the ‘highest backpacker hostel in New Zealand’, the fifth incarnation of Mueller Hut squats on the 
 snowfield beside twin long-drops. 
 From the car park at White Horse Hill, an easy tourist trail leads to an abrupt ascent of a steep staircase. 
 Altitude is hard-won as the trail weaves up vertiginous gullies to the viewpoint. In winter the Sealy Tarns may 
 be frozen, but the grandstand view to The Hermitage and up the Hooker Valley makes it all worthwhile. Myriad 
 snow-covered peaks are etched in black and white, sharp against the luminous blue of the sky, where Aoraki 
 takes centre stage. 
 From here you may need to strap crampons to your boots as the poled route leads along a snow-filled basin 
 and crosses avalanche paths. The slope steepens, and an ice axe is recommended to reach the ridgeline 
 above. When you crest the ridge turn left and you will spot the red shed 600m to the south. 
 Allow 4–5hr for this trip in winter conditions and around three hours in summer. 

 WILD FILE 
 Access  White Horse Hill car park 
 Grade  Moderate 
 Time  3–5hr to hut 
 Distance  3.88km to hut 
 Total ascent  1062m 
 Accommodation  Mueller Hut ($45, 28 bunks) 
 Topo50 map  BX15 

 Elevation 
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