
  
  

Dusky   Track   via   Florence   River,   Fiordland   National   Park   
  

Cross   the   Grebe   River   near   its   confluence   with   Florence   Stream   and   continue   on   the   true   right   of   the   
Florence,   bush-bashing   through   damp   beech   forest   and   island-hopping   through   waist-deep   marshland.     
Eventually   you   will   cross   to   the   true   left   of   the   Florence   and   after   pushing   through   dense   forest   littered   with   
tree   fall   reach   the   lake   at   645m.   Deer   trails   around   the   lake’s   eastern   side   provide   easy   travel   to   its   head   
where   tents   can   be   pitched.   
The   following   day,   climb   the   true   left   of   the   creek   between   Pt894   and   Pt881.   It   is   extremely   steep   and   passes   
through   a   series   of   bluffs.   At   Pt881   is   a   ridge   where   there   were   expansive   views   to   the   lake   reached   the   
previous   day.   Follow   the   ridge   to   a   series   of   tarns   in   a   spectacular   cirque,   where   water   cascades   down   a   
powerful   cataract.   
Follow   the   cataract   on   its   true   left,   initially   on   a   steep   tussock   slope   then   rounded   rocky   slabs   to   the   top.   From   
here   is   another   grand   lake   (at   Pt1023),   fed   by   an   even   more   powerful   cataract.   Descending   via   the   lake’s   
eastern   side,   until   close   to   the   torrent,   a   ford   bracketed   at   either   end   by   immense   walls   of   flowing   water   can   be   
seen.   It   is   an   easy   walk   up   the   ford   to   the   ridge   which   reveals   the   valley’s   final   jewel   –   another   lake   at   Pt1101.   
From   the   lake,   climb   south-west   across   snowgrass   slopes   and   between   tarns   to   emerge   onto   the   top   of   the   
Merrie   Range.   
Our   descent   to   Lake   Roe   Hut   is   simple   matter   of   following   a   rolling   ridge   to   Lake   Roe   then   a   marked   route   to   
the   hut.     
Now   on   the   Dusky   Track   proper,   head   along   the   Pleasant   Range   and   then   descend   900   vertical   metres   to   
Loch   Maree   and   the   Seaforth   River   –   the   last   obstacle   before   Loch   Maree   Hut.     
Stash   gewr   at   the   hut   if   you   wish   to   visit   Supper   Cove   Hut,   a   13.5km   there-and-back   walk.Most   spend   a   night   
or   two   at   Supper   Cover   before   returning   to   Loch   Maree.   
From   Loch   Maree,   follow   the   Seaforth   to   Kintail   Hut   and   then   on   to   Centre   Pass   where   there   is   a   steep   section   
climbing   through   tree   roots.   
descending   from   Centre   Pass,   there’s   a   swamp   and   then   a   boardwalk   to   Upper   Spey   Hut.     
From   here,   the   track   goes   down   the   Spey   River   to   Wilmot   Pass   Road,   the   traditional   start   point   of   the   Dusky   
Track.   to   complete   this   loop,   walk   the   road   past   West   Arm   Hut   and   on   to   Percy   Saddle.   The   800   vertical   metre   
ascent   to   the   plateau   will   take   around   2hr   and   a   stream   not   far   from   the   road   end   offeres   an   attractive   camping   
spot   and   a   good   position   from   which   to   complete   the   loop   the   next   day.     
The   route   from   Percy   Saddle   is   littered   with   loose   rocks   and   slippery   trees.   After   45   minutes,   this   route   joins   
Borland   Road.   It   is   then   a   simple   matter   to   walk   to   the   bridge   spanning   the   Grebe   River   and   walk   8km   along   
the   road   back   to   the   Florence   Stream   (note,   the   author   who   did   this   trip   stashed   a   bike   at   the   bridge   to   use   to   
collect   their   vehicle).   
  

Wild   File  
Access    Borland   Road   near   the   Southern   Scenic   Route.   
Grade    Difficult   
Time    8-10   days   
Distance    111km   
Topo50   map    CE05,   CE06,   CE07   
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as   

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   discretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no   
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   is   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route.   Users   should   use    GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find   their   way     
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