
  
  

Hooker   Hut,   Aoraki/Mt   Cook   National   Park   
  

Tucked   away   and   strategically   hidden,   the   recently   relocated   and   renovated   Hooker   Hut   is   the   oldest   in   
Aoraki/Mt   Cook   National   Park.   It’s   less   than   a   two-hour   walk   from   the   car   park   and   is   bound   to   become   a   
popular   destination,   especially   for   families   or   those   new   to   tramping.     
Although   partly   along   the   busy   Hooker   Valley   Track,   once   the   main   track   is   left   behind   and   the   orange   markers   
followed,   trampers   are   soon   meandering   through   the   valley   in   relative   isolation   and   with   a   feeling   of   being   in   
the   middle   of   nowhere,   surrounded   by   the   highest   mountains   in   the   country.   
It   isn’t   hard   to   catch   sight   of   the   bright   orange   roof   as   you   close   in   on   this   humble   destination.   Hooker   Hut   has   
been   lovingly   restored.   It   has   eight   bunks,   a   gas   cooker   and   one   of   the   cutest   log   burners   you’ve   ever   seen.   
Any   changes   from   the   original   1910   building   have   been   kept   to   a   minimum   and   the   hut’s   character   has   been   
maintained.     
The   extensive   outdoor   decking   area   is   a   perfect   addition   from   where   to   sit,   relax   and   take   in   the   surrounding   
views   of   the   park,   including   Aoraki/Mt   Cook   itself.     
With   the   fire   crackling,   it’s   a   dreamy   feeling   that   you   can   now   easily   sleep,   snug   as   a   bug,   so   close   to   the   base   
of   New   Zealand’s   highest   mountain.   
  
  

Wild   file   
Access    White   Horse   Hill   Campsite,   Hooker   Valley   Road   
Grade    Easy   
Time    2hr   
Distance    7.68km   return   
Total   ascent    180m   
Accommodation    Hooker   Hut   ($15,   eight   bunks)   
Topo50   map    BX15   
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©   Wilderness   Magazine,    www.wildernessmag.co.nz   
Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as   

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   discretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no   
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   is   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route.   Users   should   use    GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find   their   way     
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