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From   Raspberry   Creek   car   park,   it   is   a   pleasant   nine-kilometre   walk   along   the   valley   floor   to   the   stone-clad   
Aspiring   Hut.   The   hut   is   reached   in   two   hours,   so   if   you’ve   started   early   in   the   day   you   may   want   to   push   on   to   
camp   near   the   saddle   if   you   have   a   tent.   
From   the   hut,   the   track   heads   straight   up   on   a   five   hour   climb   to   Cascade   Saddle   with   a   further   five   hours   to   
the   nearest   hut   –   Dart   Hut.   
About   2.5hr   into   the   climb,   the   bushline   is   reached   and   staggering   views   of   mountains   and   glaciers   can   be   
appreciated.   Far   below   is   the   Matukituki   Valley   below.   
Signs   warn   of   the   danger   of   the   route   –   not   to   be   underestimated,   especially   in   the   wet.   Many   people   have   
fallen   to   their   deaths   here.   It   is   a   further   1.5hr   to   reach   Cascade   Pylon,   a   good   place   to   rest   and   eat   lunch   
surrounded   by   glaciers.   
Mount   Aspiring,   French   Ridge   and   Liverpool   Hut   are   visible   from   the   highest   point   of   the   ridge   at   the   pylon.   
Arriving   at   this   point   just   before   the   sun   began   to   poke   over   the   mountains,   I   turned   from   the   traditional   view   to   
gain   a   new   perspective   of   the   Matukituki   Valley   and   to   see   the   terrain   I   had   walked   the   previous   day.     
After   the   pylon,   snow   poles   lead   trampers   to   Cascade   Saddle   and   the   camping   area.   From   here   it   is   possible   
to   ćontinue   into   the   Dart   Valley   to   connect   with   the   Rees-Dart   Track.   Otherwise,   return   to   the   car   park   on   the   
same   track,   whilst   enjoying   a   fresh   perspective.   
  

  
Wild   file   
Access     Raspberry   Creek   car   park   (Wanaka)   
Grade    Difficult   
Time    6-8hr   
Distance    15.3km   
Total   ascent    1738m   
Topo50   map    CA10   and   CA11   
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as   

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   discretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no   
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   is   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route.   Users   should   use    GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find   their   way     
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