
  
Tautuku   Hut,   Catlins   Conservation   Park   
  

Tautuku   Hut   is   essentially   a   shed   that   was   donated   to   DOC   by   ex-All   Black   and   local   Skyline   Garages   
franchisee   Laurie   Mains   30   years   ago.   The   hut   is   looking   better   than   ever   thanks   to   the   work   of   the   volunteers   
of   Permolat   Southland.   Recent   work   includes   a   complete   renovation   of   the   hut,   the   addition   of   a   deck   and   a   
new   toilet.     
The   track   begins   at   McLean   Falls   car   park   and   crosses   Duckaday   Creek   before   veering   to   the   left.   A   short   
walk   along   the   edge   of   farmland   leads   to   a   steady   climb   through   the   forest   until   a   plateau   is   reached   at   around   
160m.   Through   the   canopy   at   the   edge   of   the   plateau,   views   stretch   across   rolling   hills   clad   in   lush   rainforest   
and   beyond   that   the   Southern   Ocean   stretches   to   the   horizon.     
From   this   point,   the   track   is   easy   going,   lazily   dancing   through   the   lush   forest   until   reaching   its   high   point   at   
around   300m.   The   trail   then   drops   60m   to   the   hut.   
Despite   its   origin   as   a   shed,   the   four   bunk   hut   offers   both   comfort   and   character.   Its   location   makes   it   a   perfect   
destination   for   those   looking   for   something   a   little   bit   more   adventurous   and   it’s   an   achievable   goal   for   families   
and   those   new   to   tramping.   Include   the   opportunity   to   visit   the   magnificent   McLean   Falls   and   the   trip   quickly   
becomes   an   irresistible   overnight   proposition   in   the   Catlins.   
On   the   return,   you   could   take   the   40-minute   there-and-back   trail   to   McLean   Falls.   The   falls   are   fed   by   the   
Tautuku   River,   which   runs   past   the   hut.   The   tea-coloured   water   plummets   22m,   forming   a   powerful   cascade   
over   a   number   of   terraces.   
  
  

Wild   File   
Access    Rewcastle   Road   
Grade    Easy   
Time    2-3hr   
Distance    4km   
Total   ascent    285m   
Accommodation    Tautuku   Hut   (free,   four   bunks)     
Topo50   map    CG13   
  
  

Elevation   Profile   
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as   

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   discretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no   
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   is   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route.   Users   should   use    GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find   their   way     
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