
  

  
Barker   Hut   via   Avalanche   Peak,   Arthur's   Pass   National   Park   
The   track   starts   on   the   popular   and   well-defined   Avalanche   Peak   Track.   From   Avalanche   Peak,   the   route   to   
Crow   Hut   is   unmarked.   Head   west,   towards   the   Crow   Valley,   by   traversing   around   the   south   side   of   the   peak.   
Then   go   north   for   around   1km   to   reach   Pt1658   where   the   scree-filled   gully   provides   access   to   the   Crow   River.   
It’s   the   only   gully   that   leads   cleanly   to   the   valley   floor   and   is   a   highlight.   Cross   the   Crow   River   and   continue   to   
Crow   Hut.     
From   Crow   Hut,   stay   on   the   true   right   of   the   river   until   the   midpoint   of   the   valley   where   a   track   marker   indicates   
a   crossing   point   to   reach   the   opposite   bank.   After   another   2km   of   travel,   the   river   is   re-crossed   and   the   
Waimakariri   Valley   is   entered.   Here,   the   route   turns   west   to   Carrington   Hut.     
Since   the   river   is   deep   at   some   spots,   take   care   to   choose   the   best   crossing   place.   There’s   a   good   place   at   the   
bend   in   the   river   before   Greenlaw   Creek.     
Now,   on   the   true   right   of   the   Waimakariri,   the   track   can   be   followed   through   the   beech   forest   or   continued   up   
the   riverbed.   Carrington   Hut   is   a   good   spot   to   rest   before   carrying   on   to   Barker   Hut.     
From   Carrington   Hut,   a   sign   indicates   the   direction   to   Barker   Hut.   The   rocky   track   goes   on   the   true   right   of   the   
White   River,   passing   the   Clough   Cableway   which   spans   the   river   and   is   best   used   in   emergencies   because   it   
is   difficult   to   operate.     
While   the   remainder   of   the   route   is   unmarked,   there   is   a   couple   of   cairns   indicating   the   best   path.   Cross   the   
river   shortly   before   the   stream   leading   to   Kilmarnock   Falls   and   continue   on   this   side   through   the   tussock   and   
over   rock   slips.     
A   defined   trail,   which   leads   to   the   hut,   is   eventually   encountered   at   the   bottom   of   the   main   bluff.     
The   entire   White   River   is   considered   unsafe   to   walk   during   winter   and   early   spring,   as   there   are   numerous   
avalanche   paths   in   the   valley.     
  

Wild   file   
Access    From   Arthur’s   Pass   Village   
Grade    Difficult   
Time    To   Crow   Hut   via   Avalanche   Peak,   5-6hr;   To   Barker   Hut,   7-8hr;   Barker   Hut   to   Klondyke   Corner,   8hr.   
Distance    25.3km   
Total   ascent    2306m   
Accommodation    Crow   Hut   ($5,   10   bunks),   Carrington   Hut   (36   bunks,   $15),   Barker   Hut   ($7,   10   bunks)     
Map    BV20   

  
Elevation   Profile   
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Disclaimer :   While   every   effort   has   been   made   to   map   this   route   correctly,    Wilderness    does   not   accept   responsibility   for   any   errors.   Users   should   plan   their   routes   and   gather   as   much   information   as   

possible   before   departing.   The   GPX   file   associated   with   this   route   has   been   drawn   using   Memory-Map   software,   version   6.   Use   descretion   when   following   the   route,   especially   when   no   
track   is   marked   on   the   map.    The   GPX   file   in   these   cases   are   a   ‘best   guess’   of   the   route   only.   Users   should   use   a   combination   of   GPS,   visual   observations,   maps   and   compass   to   find   

Around   the   Mountain   Circuit,   Egmont   National   Park   

http://www.wildernessmag.co.nz/


Barker   Hut   via   Avalanche   Peak,   Arthur’s   Pass   National   Park.   Map   1   
  

  
©   Wilderness   Magazine,    www.wildernessmag.co.nz     

  
  
  

http://www.wildernessmag.co.nz/


Barker   Hut   via   Avalanche   Peak,   Arthur’s   Pass   National   Park.   Map   2   
  

  
©   Wilderness   Magazine,    www.wildernessmag.co.nz     

http://www.wildernessmag.co.nz/

