
 

 
 
Traverse (A-Frame) Hut, Ruahine Range 
 
Traverse Hut, formerly A-Frame Hut, sits atop the Ruahine Range, looking out over the Hawke’s Bay.  
The track meanders along a relatively flat gradient for a few minutes, and then the hill starts, climbing steeply 
the entire way to the hut. Luckily, there are enough stunning sights for a photo stop or two to catch your 
breath.  
The track is easy to follow and has no junctions, however, there are a few spots that are overgrown. If you feel 
like you are heading in the wrong direction, stop and look around for those often elusive orange markers.  
After two hours of climbing, the track opens up and a panoramic view of the Hawke’s Bay welcomes you to the 
tops. A-Frame hut suddenly appears, its red roof contrasting starkly against the bright snow in winter and 
muted hues of green shrub and brown tussock.  
Sadly, the hut is in poor condition with broken windows allowing the wind to whistle through, but it’s better to 
be inside than outside and it still makes an effective shelter for the exposed location.  
Retreating to the car park is a much faster trip, taking just 90-minutes.  
Nearing the car park, the trail does get a bit steeper and the rocks are loose underfoot, so tread carefully. 
 

Wild File 
Access The end of Tamaki West Road just south of Dannevirke 
Grade Easy 
Time 3.5-4hr return 
Distance 2.63km 
Total ascent 692m 
Map BL36 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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