
 

 
 
Route Burn North Branch, Mt Aspiring National Park 
 
Starting from Routeburn Shelter, the route to the North Branch follows the Routeburn Track for the first 90-
minutes, slowly climbing through dense beech forest above the azure-coloured Route Burn as it funnels 
through a gorge. 
The track emerges from the bush at the idyllic Routeburn Flats, where the valley opens to views of the 2000m 
peaks of the Humboldt Mountains to the north and south and the Routeburn Falls at the head of the valley. 
Routeburn Flats Hut includes a shelter and is a good spot for lunch. 
The track to the North Branch starts directly across the nearby stream. There is no marked trail, but a track 
through the grass leads north towards the valley, which can clearly be seen between the Humboldt and 
Serpentine ranges.  
After about 10 minutes, the track goes through a patch of orchard-like ribbonwood trees before joining a 
marked track that enters beech forest and becomes notably more rugged compared to the Great Walk. It 
climbs steadily through the forest before descending into an open valley with picturesque river flats and 
incredible mountain scenery.  
The track continues north through the valley, marked by an occasional pole or cairn, before entering another 
small patch of forest and climbing steeply beside the river. Within a few minutes, the valley opens into a much 
larger and more dramatic landscape. A wall of granite rises almost vertically to the snow-capped and glaciated 
peaks of the Humboldt Mountains. 
There is a number of good camping spots on the river flats.  
 
Wild file 
Access Routeburn Shelter 
Grade Easy 
Time 2.5hr  
Distance 11km 
Total ascent 250m 
Map CB09 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  

 
 
 



Route Burn North Branch, Mt Aspiring National Park 
 

 
 

© Wilderness Magazine, www.wildernessmag.co.nz  


