
 

 
 
 
Urupukapuka Island, Bay of Islands  
  
 
A 7.3km track covers most of the 208ha Urupukapuka Island, and is best tackled in a clockwise direction. 
From Otehei Bay, follow signage to the track start, climb the grazed grassy ridge to the trig station and veer 
left towards Paradise Bay (Oneura). 
Follow the steep, but well-trodden track through fragrant manuka to the popular anchorage. 
From here, cut back into the bush, and climb north over the headland to Indico Bay (Otiao) – it won’t take 
more than 10 minutes, and a short side trip inland leads to a viewing hide overlooking swamp land, where you 
may spot endangered pāteke. 
A detour to the Akeake Beach is well worth the walk from Otiao. The often deserted strip of sand at the end of 
Te Akeake Point is one of the island’s best. 
Return back to the junction, and to complete the loop, veer north-east to the sheer eastern coast. 
The track grazes close to the edge in sections, offering impressive views east to Cape Brett, and far below to 
some impressive arches, deepwater guts and heaving swells. It’s one of a few gravelled sections of the track. 
The highest point on Urupukapuka, 106m, is reached on this stretch, offering one of the most comprehensive 
views of the Bay of Islands.  
On the descent, bear left at the fork to swing by Urupukapuka Bay – the largest campsite on the island.  
Facing south-east, the sheltered beach overlooks Rawhiti. 
A steep track leads south from here over the headland, bringing Otehei Bay back into view. You can end the 
trip here, or complete the loop encompassing the campsites at Cable and Sunset bays. 
 
Wild file 
Access Ferry from Paihia or Russel, or private vessel 
Grade Easy 
Time 5hr 
Distance 9.4km (including loop to Cable and Sunset Bay) 
Total ascent 378m 
Map AV28 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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