
 

 
 
 
Glacier Burn Track, Humboldts Conservation Area 
 
From the small roadside car park, the marked track almost immediately crosses the ankle-deep Glacier Burn 
Stream. The track continues along the river flats for about 100m before entering beech forest. A thick carpet of 
ferns lines the forest floor and the well-formed track begins to climb. The incline soon steepens, following a 
ridge high above the Glacier Burn, which can be heard roaring below. Ferns give way to a thick blanket of 
moss and the forest becomes crowded with beech. After about 45 minutes the gradient reduces and the rest 
of the climb is more manageable.  
The forest becomes the domain of stunted mountain beech and there are a few small clearings suitable for 
camping close to the bushline. The jagged and snow-covered Humboldt Mountains soon come into view, 
seemingly just above the track. The trail continues through sparse mountain beech and the panorama of the 
Humboldts’ expands. On the left, numerous waterfalls tumble down a cliff face, dissolving into mist before 
reaching the ground. To the east, Glenorchy and the Richardson Mountains come into view across the valley.  
From here, it’s possible to pick a path through a moraine field beside the Glacier Burn and explore the basin. 
In spring and winter, DOC advises against going beyond the bushline due to avalanche risk, but in the right 
conditions in summer you can reach high up into the valley. 
The Bryant Glacier occupies 30ha in a cirque below Mt Bonpland (2343m), the highest point of the Humboldt 
Mountains, and feeds the Glacier Burn.  
 
Wild file 
Access From Glacier Burn bridge, 3km north of Kinloch 
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time 3hr return 
Distance 3.13km 
Total ascent 506m 
Map CB10 
 
 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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