
 

 
 
Kairara Rock (Dukes Nose), Northland  
 
 
Duke’s Nose offers royal views of Whangaroa Harbour for the price of a 5-6 hour return slog.  
Beginning as a 4WD track, the first half hour is a viewless toil up to 180m, wherein the track thins as it crosses 
a saddle, and eases into a rooty descent.  
The downhill ends abruptly at the edge of the bushline where it meets a freshwater stream, flanked by an 
impressive rock wall.  
A rock and branch bridge allows crossing in fine weather, but if you need to take your boots off, leave them off 
for a further 50m, as there is a second crossing.  
From here, the track opens up and leads through a lush valley towards the harbour.  
The route is undulating as it snakes east along the edge of the inlet, and at times is slippery underfoot. 
Coming around a point, Kairara Rock noses into view, and a worn, but overgrown, sidetrack leading to a 
clearing is worth the effort for quality views.  
A few minutes later, Lane Cove Hut is reached.  
A DOC sign here estimates the 750m walk to Duke’s Nose at an hour, but can be reached in 20 minutes. 
The bulk of the summit track winds through manuka scrub in a consistent – but not overly steep – climb, but 
the last 50m is more rock climbing than tramping. 
Two grab rails provide sturdy and necessary assistance to the summit, which is almost vertical in parts. 
Confidence in your climbing ability is a must. 
The 360-degree view from the summit is extraordinary, and return is by the same route. 

 
 
Wild file 
Access From the Campbell Road end car park, Totara North 
Grade Intermediate 
Time 5-6hr return 
Distance 5.23km 
Total ascent 409m 
Map AV28 

 
 

Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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