
 

 
Tara Tama, Westland 
At 1854m, Tara Tama is not high by Southern Alps standards, but with over 1600m of vertical ascent along a 
tortuous ridge, you may see why this remote outlier of the Main Divide is seldom climbed.  
From SH73, the easy track follows the Taipo River until just before Dillons Homestead Hut, where the river 
must be forded – a challenge that can end the trip before it has even started. In low to moderate flows, a good 
ford can usually be found just downstream of Seven Mile Creek.  
Once across, an old, roughly-marked and difficult-to-find track leads to the bush edge. 
The track climbs a spur to the bushline at 1000m and the beginning six kilometres of meandering skyline 
traverse, all the way to Scottys Saddle.  
Cloud often hugs the high ridges here for days at a time, making progress difficult and sometimes dangerous. 
A tiny two-bunk bivvy is sited 200m below the ridge-crest in the head of Scottys Creek. This section and the 
summit push itself are the most spectacular and rewarding parts of the trip. As the ridge heads south-west, a 
sheer scarp to the north allows unobstructed views over northern Westland and toward the Tasman Sea. 
Care is required as ridge rents and teetering, house-sized boulders line the route and sometimes require small 
diversions. The summit is broad and flat with a view of the Alps and foothills that is unrivalled in this part of the 
Divide.  
There are options for a round trip, but all require care and sound navigation skills. One is to descend into the 
head of Dunn Creek near Dunn Saddle, which requires returning along the summit ridge to Pt1751, or 
descending from Pt1612, east of Tara Tama, directly south into a creek running into Dunns Creek about 500m 
west of Dunns Creek Hut.  
 

 
WILD FILE 
Access From SH73 west of Jacksons Tavern  
Grade Moderate-difficult  
Time 2-3 days. Taipo Valley flats to Seven Mile Creek, 2hr; To Scottys Bivouac, 6-7hr; To Tara Tama 2-4hr; 
To Duns Creek Hut via Pt1612,  4hr; To Seven Mile Creek 4-5hr 
 

 

 
Elevation Profile 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

© Wilderness Magazine, www.wildernessmag.co.nz 
Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  

 
 
 
 
 



Tara Tama, Westland. Map 1 and 3 
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Tara Tama, Westland. Map 1 and 3 
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