
 

 
 
 
Waipakihi Hut, Kaimanawa Forest Park 
 
The Waipakihi flows languidly through tussock-covered flats with a sense of grand, open country and 
mountains high above on either side.  
One of the principal valleys of Kaimanawa Forest Park, it also provides excellent camping. 
Reaching the valley head is possible on one of three routes, the most direct being a traverse of the 
Umukarikari tops to the 12-bunk Waipakihi Hut. On a good day, this is gloriously easy tops travel (once you’ve 
completed the slog through the bush onto the ridge). Another option is the stiff climb over Urchin, followed by a 
sharp descent that leads to a pleasant campsite in the middle section of the river. Alternatively, there’s a 
pleasant route that meanders up the river from Waipakihi Road, which branches off the Desert Road. 
Whatever your route in, the Waipakihi River offers pleasant swimming, reasonable fly-fishing, one hut and 
abundant places to camp.  

 
 
 
 

Wild File 
Access From Kaimanawa Road, or Waipakihi Road, both off SH1. Hunters are common during the Roar 
(March to April) 
Grade Moderate 
Time Waipakihi Hut via the Umukarikari tops, 4-5hr; Via Urchin, 8-10hr; from Waipakihi Road, allow 2 days to 
reach the valley head 
Distance 12.9km via Umukarikari  
Total ascent 1102m via Umukarikari  
Map BH35, BH36 

 

 

Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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