
 

 
St James Walkway, St James Conservation Area 
 
The tranquil St James Walkway has long been a favourite destination for trampers. The 66km trail takes three 
to five days, heading through isolated mountainscapes. Best of all, the track can be negotiated with surprising 
ease and is suitable for all ages and abilities. 
The track starts from the car park near the Lewis Pass summit. After about three minutes there is a beautiful 
tarn, reflecting the steep slopes of the Spenser Mountains. The track descends to the Maruia River, crossing a 
bridge to the true right and then heads up the Cannibal Gorge. The gorge was once the site of a Maori battle 
and subsequent victor’s feast. This grisly reminder of a violent past is now a peaceful walk through mature red 
beech forest with occasional glimpses into the deep canyon below.  
Cannibal Gorge Hut is the first major stopping point for walkers and is nicely set at the northern end of a large 
grassy flat. This roomy hut sleeps 20. 
From the hut, continue towards Ada Pass and its namesake hut. The valley here has several wide tussock-
filled flats with spectacular views of the Spenser Mountains. 
Reaching Ada Pass involves a barely noticeable climb to 1008m, just past the 14-bunk Ada Pass Hut. 
From the pass, the trail follows the Ada River to the 14-bunk Christopher Hut with a sweeping panorama of the 
Spenser Mountains and Ada Valley. On the way from Ada Pass, you may encounter  the wild horse herd of 
the upper Ada – an exciting diversion. This herd dates from St James Station, a vast high country tract that 
was mostly returned to the public estate under tenure review. 
From the hut, continue to the junction with the Waiau River. Ada Homestead is nearby. Built around 1880 by J 
MacArthur, the site is well worth a visit.  
The trail then rounds a bend and follows the Henry River to Anne Hut, which has a great view from a high 
terrace above the river. This 20 bunk shelter replaces the old hut which was destroyed by fire. 
Shortly after the hut, the track follows the Anne River to Anne Saddle, 1136m, which requires a short sharp 
climb and descent to the Boyle River to Rokeby Hut, an old deer cullers hut. Further on is the 12-bunk Boyle 
Flat Hut, commonly used as the last night’s stop on the track. 
A little further on is the new Magdalen Hut, which is partially off the main walkway route and consequently 
does not see as many overnight visitors. However, the setting, including views of the Poplars Range, is lovely. 
It also has plenty of camping space. 
The final section of the walkway passes through flats and bush alongside the attractive Boyle River and gorge, 
crossing two swing bridges to reach SH7 at Boyle Village. From here it is necessary to have arranged 
transport back to Lewis Pass to retrieve your car. 
 
Wild File 
Access Off SH7 at Lewis Pass or Boyle Village 
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time 3-5 days. Lewis Pass to Cannibal Gorge Hut, 3hr; To Ada Pass Hut, 2hr; To Christopher Hut, 4.5hr; To 
Anne Hut, 7.5hr; To Boyle Flat Hut, 5hr; To Boyle Village, 5hr 
Distance 66km  
Total ascent 2000m 
Accommodation Cannibal Gorge Hut ($15, 20 bunks), Ada Pass Hut ($15, 14 bunks), Christopher Hut ($15, 
14 bunks), Anne Hut ($15, 20 bunks), Boyle Flat Hut ($15, 14 bunks), Magdalene Hut ($5, six bunks) 
Map BT23, BU23 
 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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