
 

 
 
Turere Lodge, Remutaka Forest Park 
 
Turere Lodge is a great introduction to trail walking for kids or those new to tramping, or looking for an easier 
way to get back on the trail. 
Turere Lodge sits atop a flat, sheltered outcrop overlooking the Orongorongo River, surrounded by forest. It’s 
an idyllic location at the end of a 6.2km walk through varied bush; both interesting and easy enough for 
preschoolers, or an adult whose tramping feet are a little uncertain.  
The trailhead is in Catchpool Valley car park where the shelter makes an excellent lunch spot whatever the 
weather.  
The track begins with a 500m ascent through regenerating bush, dappled with sun before entering a more 
deeply-forested part of the trail alongside Catchpool Stream featuring podocarp and broadleaf forest, lush with 
nikau, fern, and tawa. 
Leaving the stream, the trail climbs to drier ground, where the forest turns to beech. The trail’s approximate 
half-way point is a large swingbridge overlooking a deep gully. The trail then descends gently through gloomier 
forest. Then it was up again into open beech and a magnificent grove of ancient rata. A steep, zig-zagging 
descent to the Turere Bridge reveals the wonderful expanse of the Orongorongo River.  
The Orongorongo Track officially ends at the river – from there, follow the Big Bend Track for another 1200m 
to Turere Lodge along a stunning, if more challenging trail, knotted with tree roots and sporting the occasional 
exposed drop to the river. 
Turere Lodge is a welcoming spot with an amazing view of the river and it is clean, well-equipped and well-
laid-out. There’s a fireplace, BBQ and even an electric light in the kitchen.  
 
Note: Rimutaka was officially changed to Remutaka in 2017 
 
Wild File 
Access From the Catchpool Valley car park 
Grade Easy/moderate 
Time 1-3hr 
Distance 5.9km 
Total ascent 400m 
Accommodation Turere Lodge (32 bunks, $80 per bunkroom) 
Map BQ32 

 
 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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