
 

 
 
Pahautea Hut via Ruapane-Mahaukura loop, Pirongia Forest Park 
 
From the Grey Road-end, follow the Mangakara Nature Walk for 10 minutes, before branching left onto the 
Link Track, just after a bridged stream. The trail climbs gradually through open forest punctuated by massive 
rimu and totara. Gradually, the incline increases and the forest thickens. After about an hour-and-a-half, the 
track emerges from the bush at Ruapane, a rocky 723m peak with a trigpoint and excellent views out across 
the flat green Waikato Plains. 
From Ruapane, the track immediately kicks up a gear – you must ascend a rock-face using a chain for 
stability. This is followed by a steep descent and then another steep climb, a pattern that will soon become 
agonisingly familiar. 
An hour along the undulating ridgeline, the trail emerges at another lookout peak, the 770m Tirohanga, which 
reveals stunning views across a steep, forested volcanic valley.  
The track then sidles beneath a cliff-face. The walk then becomes as much a mental challenge as a physical 
one, with a pattern of steep climbs, scrambling up muddy, rutted tracks with tree root handholds and 
seemingly endless false summits. Finally, the trail crests the summit ridge and, bizarrely after more than four 
hours of rugged ascent, there are long sections of flat boardwalks.  
It’s a short stroll to the lookout tower at the 959m summit, revealing 360-degree views. On a clear day you can 
see all the way to Mt Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu to the south, the Kaimai Range in the east, the peak of Mt 
Karioi and Raglan Harbour to the north-west and Kawhia Harbour to the west. The wild forest and dramatic 
valleys and ridges offer a fitting frame. 
From the summit, it’s a 15 minute walk to the 20-bunk Pahautea Hut, built in 2015. It is well-sited on the sharp 
ridge, with excellent views of the rolling King Country to the south and west, while the toilets feature one of the 
best panoramas to the north-east, looking over seemingly endless Waikato farmland. There are also a number 
of campsites nestled in the forest with a cooking shelter.  
From the hut, the Mahaukura Track branches off not long after the viewing platform. The track gently 
descends a ridge before again climbing to reach Mahaukura peak in the Pirongia pattern of descent and 
ascent which continues for two hours. The trail finally climbs one last time to reach Wharaura peak before the 
descent begins in earnest. At first there is a steep rocky outcrop which requires a chain to descend, followed 
by a muddy scramble through the forest for 30 minutes, before the incline levels out, the forest opens up, and 
it’s a pleasant stroll back to the car park. 
 
Wild File 
Access Grey Road end 
Grade Moderate 
Time Pahautea Hut via Ruapane Track, 5hr; Hut to Grey Road via Mahaukura, 4.5hr 
Distance 14.2km 
Total ascent 1254m 
Accommodation Pahautea Hut ($5, 20 bunks) 
Map BE33 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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