
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rotopaunga via North Crater, Tongariro National Park 
 
Hundreds of people walk the Tongariro Alpine Crossing each day, but it’s not difficult to dodge the crowds by 
visiting in winter. In good conditions, there are almost unlimited options to avoid the madding crowd on this 
relatively easy terrain and the route to Rotopaunga is excellent. 
From Mangatepopo Hut (1190m), cross the stream and follow Mt Tongariro’s western ridge – Hardmans Ridge 
– all the way to the mountain’s summit. A discernible track has begun to form along the ridge. There is a 
sheltered campsite in a dip between Mt Tongariro’s summit and the outer rim of North Crater.  
From here, the route skirts around North Crater across a large flat plateau and down 100m on to the Alpine 
Crossing above Ketetahi. Head eastward to the top of Rotopaunga (1856m), which features views over lakes 
Rotoaira and Taupo to the north. In the foreground lies Te Mari (1739m), the site of Tongariro’s most recent 
eruption.  
From Rotopaunga, drop down towards Blue Lake, skirting around the eastern lake edge. At its southern end 
there is an unnamed 1850m highpoint from where you can view much of the route back to Mangatepopo Hut, 
with spectacular views of some intimidating vertical cliffs, Central Crater directly below and Red Crater just to 
the south.  
Descend back to Blue Lake and join the TAC, which can be followed back to the Mangatepopo road end.  
 
Wild file 
Access From the Mangatepopo road end  
Grade Moderate 
Time Road end to North Crater, 3-4hr; Crater to road end, via Rotopaunga, 6-8hr 
Distance 21.5km 
Total ascent 1459m 
Map BH34, BH35  

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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