
 

 
 
 
 
French Ridge Hut, Mt Aspiring National Park 
 
French Ridge Hut is an excellent destination for trampers and climbers alike. For climbers and mountaineers, 
the hut serves as a base for climbing Mts French, Avalanche and Aspiring, as well as a stopover on the way to 
Colin Todd Hut. For trampers, it’s a great high perch to take in the upper Matukituki valley.  
From the Raspberry Creek car park, the track follows the West Branch of the Matukituki River through beech 
forest and along river flats to Pearl Flat. Here, it climbs steeply through the forest to French Ridge. As the 
forest thins, the trail can become snow-covered in winter, which can make many of the small rock faces and 
rooty sections tricky to navigate, but as long as you have ice axe and crampons they won’t slow you down too 
much.  
Once out of the bush, you’ll step into a tussock-covered ridge which leads to the hut.  
The hut offers views into the Matukituki Valley, over to Liverpool Hut on the opposite side of the valley, and 
Hector Col.  
Built in 1999, it is the third hut built on the ridge. The materials for the first bivvy were carried up the track by 
members of the Otago section of the NZ Alpine Club in 1939. After numerous repair trips due to wear-and-
tear, a second hut was built in 1973.  
 
Wild file 
Access Raspberry Creek car park, West Matukituki River 
Grade Moderate 
Time 5-7 hours each way 
Distance 17.2 km one way 
Ascent 1494m 
Accommodation French Ridge Hut ($25, 20 bunks) 
Map CA11 

 

 
 

Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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