
 

 
 
Karaka Tramping Track-Waiotahi Track, Coromandel Forest Park 

 
The track begins from Karaka Road and follows Karaka Stream through native bush for about 20 minutes, 
passing historic mining tunnels driven into the hillside. These tunnels are closed to the public due to the risk of 
collapse.  
The track crosses the stream – you can rock-hop across in low-flows, but it can become impassable during 
high flows and requires caution.  
The track then narrows and threads through a damp valley filled with ponga ferns and rimu, before climbing 
gradually beside the stream for about an hour, before heading upwards, again, to the top of the valley. The 
track soon sidles through a large clay slip, offering the first views of the rich forest surrounds. 
After another half hour of climbing, the track summits a ridge, revealing views deep into the Coromandel forest 
to the south. There are enormous kauri stumps beside the track, which soon emerges at a rocky outcrop 
known as the red-rocks. The rocks have been dyed bright red by lichen and provide the best viewpoint of the 
trip. The track, cut into the rock-face, was originally built for a tram track used to transport kauri logs to 
Thames. 
The track continues through boggy sections along the ridge before reaching a junction (the track to the right 
leads to Crosbies Hut, two hours’ walk away). Head left on the Waiotahi Track, which doubles back, almost 
parallel to the Karaka Track on the other side of the ridge. 
The Waiotahi Track is a wide 4WD track, making for easier travel than the Karaka, but the clay soils can still 
prove challenging after rain. The track climbs to the highest point of the loop, close to Pt665 before sidling 
along a ridge. After about 20 minutes, the forest thins, offering stunning views of the Firth of Thames and to 
the Hunua Ranges. The track then descends from Pt560 and the forest opens up further, dominated by 
manuka scrub and gorse bushes, before winding down into Waiotahi Stream and past a number of old mining 
tunnels.  
The track then heads gently down the stream to the Waiotahi Road end. From here it’s about a 30 minute walk 
through Thames back to the Karaka Road car park. 

 
 

Wild File 
Access From Karaka Road or Waiotahi Road 
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time 5hr 
Distance 11.7km 
Total ascent 865m 
Map BB34 
 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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