
 

 
 
Whakapapaiti Valley and Upper Silica Rapids tracks, Tongariro National Park 
 
From the barren flanks of Mt Ruapehu to an idyllic forest-clad valley, the Whakapapaiti Valley Track traverses 
an interesting variety of terrain in a day. 
The trail starts on the Round the Mountain Track at 1550m on Bruce Road and finishes at Whakapapa Village. 
With a little bit of road walking, it can be turned into a fantastic loop track. 
Starting from the car park, near Scoria Flat, the trail heads through a moonscape of volcanic rock. The track is 
marked by snow poles and it is eyes-to-the-trail walking to pick your way through boulders. There are views to 
Mt Ngauruhoe, Mt Tongariro, and the smaller volcanic cones of Pukeonake and Pihanga all lining up into the 
distance. 
After about 20 minutes, the track climbs a pronounced ridge, giving views of the dramatic gauged western 
flank of Ruapehu. 
The track then zigzags down to Whakapapaiti Valley. After about 10 minutes, it departs from the Round the 
Mountain Track, and heads downhill, soon joining Whakapapaiti Stream in beech forest. 
After following the stream for about 20 minutes, the track emerges at the idyllic Whakapapaiti Hut. The 18-
bunker has a fireplace and a large deck facing Ruapehu, but little room for camping. 
From the hut, the track continues downstream, across small tributaries of the Whakapapaiti before crossing 
the stream itself. The stream can be dangerous to cross following rain. 
The track then heads through marshy tussock land, before reaching sections of boardwalk which traverse the 
worst of the mud.  
The track then recrosses Whakapapaiti Stream via a bridge, giving great views up the valley to Ruapehu. The 
track enters lush forest. There are gentle undulations up and down valleys for about an hour before the Silica 
Rapids are reached. Here, there’s a choice of heading along the Lower Track to Whakapapa Village, or taking 
the Upper Track to return to the Round the Mountain car park.  
The Upper Track gently heads up beside the Silica Rapids, stained a dramatic sulphury yellow-orange. 
The track re-emerges from the forest, back into alpine tussock and then heads north, leaving the stream, to 
reach Bruce Road. It’s another 40 minutes’ walking along Bruce Road to connect the loop.  
 
Wild file 
Access From the Round the Mountain Track car park on Bruce Road 
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time 5hr 
Distance 15.1km 
Total ascent 644m  
Accommodation Whakapapaiti Hut 
Map BJ34 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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