
 

 
 
Aorere Goldfields Track, Aorere Goldfields Conservation Area 
 
The Aorere Goldfields Track winds its way through the hillsides where miners worked and passes remnants 
from the gold mining era.  
The track first crosses a scrubby area called Druggans Flat and almost immediately passes a large pile of 
rocks, marked as a ground sluicing claim from the 1880s. From here, the path climbs steadily through the 
manuka scrub. The track is easy walking, being mainly along parts of the original miner’s benched track, with 
water races (mostly dry) beside the track in some places. There is a marked side track which leads to 
Stanton’s Creek viewpoint: an area of native bush. 
A little further on, another side track leads to the first of two caves, Stafford’s Cave. This has stalactites in the 
large, semi-open overhang above the entrance. It is possible to explore more of the cave with the right gear. 
Ballroom Cave is a few minutes further along the main track and is easier to enter. As its name suggests, it 
was used by miners for dances. Torches are needed to explore the cave. 
The trail then arrives at Druggan’s Dam. Built in 1873 by George Druggan, it was later enlarged by the Slate 
River Sluicing Company. Although 4km of water race were built, little gold was ever found and the company 
closed it in the early 1900’s. The track circles around part of the water’s edge, then continues past the side of 
the reservoir. From here, the views along the Aorere Valley and out to Farewell Spit make the climb 
worthwhile. In the other direction, the Burnett and Wakamarama ranges can be viewed.  
From this high point, the track loops around the hillside, following part of a 4WD track for a while, before 
joining the original path just below the caves.  
 
Wild File 
Access From Devil’s Boots Road, 7km south of Collingwood 
Grade Easy 
Time 3hr 
Distance 10.5km 
Total ascent 360m 
Map BN24 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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