
 

 
Pinnacle peak, Leatham Conservation Area, Marlborough 
 
Pinnacle peak is…. 
The track starts from the Leatham Road end (or by a 4WD track that goes all the way up the Boulder Valley to 
Boulder Forks Hut) 
Boulder Stream forks is a junction among the beech forests, tucked beneath an array of Marlborough’s 
famously dry mountains, some of which reach over 2000m.  
Boulder Forks Hu has a concrete floor and six bunks, sitting below the 2120m Pinnacle 
In June 1944, Hillary climbed Pinnacle while he was training as a navigator for the New Zealand Air Force at 
Blenheim. With him were two fellow Delta Air Force recruits; Tom Howe and Jeff Jones. The hut is said to still 
have Sir Ed’s signature. 
Reaching Pinnacle requires a vertical 1400m of steep climbing. 
From the hut, head up McCallum Stream, which drains Pinnacle’s north-western flanks.  
Near a fork, we divert up a steep, eroded gully. After 800m, the gradient eases off, and the route crests the 
main spur.  
After crossing a knob, there is a broad scree slope that fans out from a gully above. On one side, rock ribs 
dribble rocks into a gulch, which can be avoided.  
The scree steepens further, then enters a narrow rock gully to the summit ridge, 100m below the summit. It’s 
an airy scramble to the top.  
The summit has extensive views, including Cloudy Bay, the Inland Kaikoura Ranges with Tappy, Alarm and 
Mitre, the peaks of Molesworth Station, the Raglan Range, Travers Range, Scotts Knob, Mt Owen and the 
Arthur Range of Kahurangi National Park, the Red Hills and the Richmond Range. 
From the summit, a loose gut, which steepens up leads to a long scree slope into Krushen Stream, which 
leads on to Boulder Stream and back to the hut. 
 
WILD FILE 
Access From Leatham Road end or by 4WD to Boulder Forks Hut 
Grade Moderate 
Time Boulder Forks Hut to Pinnacle, 6-8hr return 
Distance 11.8km 
Total ascent 1536m 
Accommodation Boulder Forks Hut ($5, six bunks) 
Map BR26 
 
 Elevation Profle 
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Important Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. The GPX file 
associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software. Use descretion when following the route, especially when no track is marked on the 
map. The GPX file in these cases is a ‘best guess’ of the route. Users should not rely on this. Instead, use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 
and compass – and yourown route-finding experience - to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and 

huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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