
 

 
 
Hope Arm Hut via Monument, Fiordland National Park 
 
Monument is a distinctive feature on Lake Manapouri in Fiordland, which can be reached by kayak. Although 
only 290m high, it is a short but challenging climb, with steep sections through beech forest followed by a few 
minutes’ walk along the ridge before the top. 
The track requires climbing a vertical rock chimney and some steep, crumbly rock and a narrow ledge has to 
be negotiated, above a precipitous drop on one side. 
At the summit, there are breathtaking views of Lake Manapouri, its many islands and the surrounding 
mountains, perhaps the best reward-to-effort climbs in Fiordland. 
From Manapouri township, the hike can be included as a diversion on a kayaking trip to Hope Arm. The short 
portage from Surprise Bay to Circle Cove can be done in just five minutes, saving half an hour of paddling. 
The longer portage, from Surprise Bay to George Bay, takes 10 minutes and saves an hour of paddling. 
The track to Monument starts at Rawiri Bay, where there is a white sand beach at the base of the track. The 
clearly-marked track heads through the bush. The track takes about an hour each way. 
From Rawiri Bay, it takes about 40 minutes to paddle to the head of Hope Arm and Hope Arm Hut. 
 
Wild File 
Access From Frasers Beach, Manapouri. The track to Monument is reached only 2km north of Hope Arm Hut 
by boat, kayak or water taxi 
Grade Easy-moderate  
Time Frasers Beach to Hope Arm Hut, 3hr (1.5hr using the portages); Monument Track, 2hr return 
Distance 26.7km 
Total ascent 452m 
Accommodation Hope Arm Hut ($5, 12 bunks) 
Map CE07 
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Important Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. The GPX file 
associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software. Use descretion when following the route, especially when no track is marked on the 
map. The GPX file in these cases is a ‘best guess’ of the route. Users should not rely on this. Instead, use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 
and compass – and yourown route-finding experience - to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and 

huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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