
 

 
A Frame Hut, Hakatere Conservation Park 
 
The trip begins on the south bank of the Rakaia at the marked easement that heads, gently at first, into 
Glenrock Stream. A poled route then travels up the long river fan, now dotted with pockets of scrub, and 
farther up enters a small gorge where a 4WD trail continues more steeply to the summit of Turtons Saddle at 
around 1100m.  
The broad saddle drops gently to the south, into Turtons Stream, which itself leads into the Ashburton River 
North Branch, a large catchment draining much of the Black Hill and Taylor ranges. Consequently, the lower 
valley can become impassable after and during heavy rain.  
Descend to the Ensor Stream confluence, ford this, and walk on to Comyns Stream where A Frame Hut rests 
on the north bank. 
The setting beside the stream, running off the Black Hill Range, makes a great lunch stop.  
The hut contains three bunks and is well looked after, lined, and apparently quite warm to stay the night in – 
despite its lack of fireplace.  
It is also well-used, particularly over the summer-autumn season for the Te Araroa Trail walkers, at which time 
finding a bed here for the night could well be a faint hope, such is the growing popularity of the trail. 
Beyond the hut, up Comyns Stream and over a low intervening spur into the next stream to the south, an 
unnamed tributary allows easy walking and scrambling to its head and more extensive views out over Turtons 
Saddle and the Taylor Range. 
 
Wild File  
Access At Glenrock Stream on Double Hill Run Road. A marked and poled easement continues over a stile 
on the south side of the road and up the east side of Glenrock Stream 
Grade Moderate 
Time 3-4hr to hut 
Distance 9.11km 
Total ascent 769m 
Accommodation A Frame Hut (free, three bunks) 
Map BW19, BW20  

 
 
 
 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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