
 

 
Totara Flats Hut, Tararua Forest Park 
 
In late summer, the grassy expanses of Totara Flats become a sun-baked golden brown, with the 
small totara copses offering shady lunch spots or sheltered camping.  
Several huts have graced these pleasant river terraces beside the mighty Waiohine River. The 
present hut, a large and comfortable one built by DOC in 2003, occupies a terrace just downstream 
of the Waiohine’s confluence with Totara Stream. A veranda on the northern side gets plenty of sun 
and offers views upstream to where the Waiohine emerges from the confines of its upper gorges 
and arcs to the south in a great sweeping bend. On a hot summer’s day, the Waiohine offers many 
decent swimming holes, although the temperature rarely gets warmer than refreshing. 
The best routes to Totara Flats Hut can be combined to make a satisfying through trip. Beginning at 
Holdsworth Road, the track follows the main route to Powell Hut until Pig Flat, where the trail to 
Totara Flats branches off. This wends its way through forest above Totara Stream to finally reach 
the swing bridge over the Waiohine. The hut lies just 10 minutes further. Beyond, the Lower 
Waiohine Track crosses the flats, which stretch for some two kilometers in one of the river’s few 
gentle sections. The track sidles through bush for the last section to the spectacular footbridge near 
the Waiohine Gorge Road.  
 
Wild File 
Access From Holdsworth Road end 
Grade Moderate 
Time Mt Holdsworth Road to Totara Flats Hut, 4-6hr; Totara Flats to Waiohine Gorge Road, 3-4hr 
Distance To Totara Flats Hut, 10km; through trip to Waiohine Gorge Road, 18.7km 
Total ascent 1014m 
Accommodation Totara Flats Hut ($15, 26 bunks) 
Map BP33  

 
 
 

Elevation Profile 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Wilderness Magazine, www.wildernessmag.co.nz 
Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  

 
 



Totara Flats Hut, Tararua Forest Park – Holdsworth to Totara Flats Hut 
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Totara Flats Hut, Tararua Forest Park – Totara Flats Hut Waiohine Gorge Road 
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