
 

 
 
 
U Pass, Fiordland National Park 
 
The U Pass can be completed comfortably as an overnighter by camping on the open river flats of Mistake 
Creek, but if time is short, it can be completed  in one day.  
From the Milford Road car park, just past Knobs Flat, there’s a three-wire bridge crossing the Eglinton River 
and then a well-marked track which meanders through mossy beech forest, offering glimpses of Mistake 
Creek through the trees.  
The track crosses to the true right of Mistake Creek, which is usually low, but the river can pose a real danger 
when it’s swollen – trampers have drowned here.  
Beech forest gives way to thickets of ribbonwood on tussocky flats near the top of the valley, with views of 
Pyramid Peak and Ngatimamoe. From here, the track follows up Mistake Creek through beech forest. An ivory 
waterfall ringed by bluffs becomes visible as the forest thins to scrub.  
The lower section of the waterfall can be difficult, but there’s a natural rock staircase to the true left of the 
creek, which can be scrambled up to reach the cirque at the top. U Pass is visible as the obvious gap to the 
true right of the cirque, like a missing tooth in the jaw of mountains. Small grassy flats offer a tempting 
campsite. Towards the pass, the trail climbs steeply through scree and tussock.  
The pass stands at 1395m, before diving sharply down into the Hut Creek catchment. A faint trail through the 
chalky scree provides a straightforward route to the open river flats of Hut Creek. Following the riverbed, an 
orange triangle heralds a fragment of track that cuts through a glade of beech forest. The river flats opened up 
again and the track promptly disappears – you can continue down the stream.  
Be careful not to miss the orange triangle which marks the track to the Eglinton Valley, and back to the Milford 
Road car park. 
 
Wild File 
Access Milford Road, just past Knobs Flat. 
Grade Moderate 
Time Car park to U Pass via Mistake Creek, 5hr; U Pass to car park via Hut Creek, 3hr 
Distance 17.3km 
Total ascent 1143m 
Map D41 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
 
 



U Pass, Fiordland National Park 
 

 
 

© Wilderness Magazine, www.wildernessmag.co.nz  
 


