
 

 
 
 
Waiohine Gorge to Otaki Forks via Neill Ridge, Tararua Forest Park 
 
This route offers a seldom-troden trail from the Waiohine Gorge, taking in the top of Cone Ridge (1080m), 
Winchcombe Peak (1261m), Mt Hector (1529) and on to Otaki Forks. 
Neill Ridge looks like a handy shortcut to the Tararua Southern Crossing, but there are no midway huts on this 
route, so trampers must either brace themselves for a very long first day, or carry a shelter and camp.  
The trail starts with a steep climb out of Waiohine Gorge, but flattens towards Cone Saddle. 
Approaching the top, there are great views of the Tararua peaks to the north, the Wairarapa Plains to the 
south-east, and Neill Ridge to the north-west. You can detour along Cone Ridge to a tarn, approximately 400m 
past the junction at Cone and Neill ridges, which provides a good camping spot.  
The trail down to Neill Saddle goes through goblin forest on a well marked track, but it’s not well trodden, with 
thick ground cover.   
From Neill Saddle there are 360-degree views, including Winchcombe Peak to the west, where there is a 
removed bivvy site, with sheltered camping and nearby water.  
The route to Winchcombe Peak involves clambering and bush-bashing on the undulating ridge. A minute’s 
walk south from the peak is a small patch of flat ground – all that remains of the old Winchcome Bivy – which 
is still a good camping spot.  
The route ahead to Mt Hector (1529m) is exposed to the fickle Tararua weather. In November 2016, Mykhailo 
Stepura and Pavel Pazniak died near Alpha Hut after reportedly tramping along Neill Ridge and over the 
exposed tops. The track between Winchcombe and Mt Hector is through tussock land.  
The route continues north, eventually past Kime Hut and down the Judd Ridge track to Field Hut. From Field 
Hut it is a short walk to Otaki Forks.   
 
Access From the end of Waiohine Gorge Road 
Grade Moderate 
Time Road end to Cone, 5hr; Cone to removed Winchcombe biv site, 7hr; biv site to Kime hut, 3.5hr; Kime hut 
to Field Hut, 2.5hr; Field Hut to Otaki Forks, 2.5hr 
Distance 26.1km 
Total ascent 2445m 
Accommodation Kime Hut, Field Hut 
Map BP33  

 
 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
 



Waiohine Gorge to Otaki Forks via Neill Ridge. Map 1 
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Waiohine Gorge to Otaki Forks via Neill Ridge. Map 2 
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