
 

 
 
Kahurangi Keepers House Hut, Kahurangi National Park 
 
Kahurangi Point sits on the northernmost stretch of the West Coast, about 45km south-west of Cape Farewell, 
and it’s a logistical challengeto get there and back in a weekend.  
The biggest issue is the tide. Big River, 2.5km from the hut, needs to be crossed at low tide. The best option is 
to time any visit with an afternoon low tide, which gives time to get in and out from Nelson on consecutive 
days. Then there’s the weather; Big River can easily become ‘Bigger River’ after a deluge.  
The trip begins by wading the Turamawiwi River and then passing through the dunes to the beach, where 
gorgeous white sand stretches all the way to the lighthouse on Kahurangi Point.  
Walking along the beach leads to Anaweka River estuary, where a limestone outcrop provides a lunchtime 
seat.  
Fording the estuary is easy, then the next stop is Big River. Crossing close to the mouth looks feasible, 
although, there is a shallower crossing about 200m upstream. Make your choice based on conditions.  
South of Big River, macrocarpa trees and some building remains mark the landing site for the lighthouse 
keeper’s supplies.  
A DOC sign indicates where to leave the beach, and a track leads to a grassy flat and the spacious hut, once 
home for the keepers manning the nearby lighthouse. It was built from the remains of houses adjacent to the 
lighthouse, which were destroyed in the 1929 Murchison earthquake.  
 
 
 
Wild File 
Access From Cowin Road, 64km from Collingwood. A high ground clearance vehicle will allow you to cross 
the Anatori River, saving a 7km walk to the road end 
Grade Easy 
Time 3-4hr 
Accommodation Kahurangi Keepers House ($5, 25-bunks) 
Distance 11km 
Total ascent Coming 
Map BN22, BN23 

 
 

 
 

Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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