
 

 
 
Penn Creek Hut loop, Tararua Forest Park 
  
Penn Creek Hut is a seldom-used and highly undervalued gem of hut.  
A dedicated team of Victoria University Tramping Club members give the hut a solid spruce-up from time to 
time, and also work on track maintenance in the area.  
The hut is most easily accessed from Otaki Forks, via Field Hut. There is also a route, no longer marked on 
maps, that follows the Otaki River and then Penn Creek to lead directly to the hut.  
Start from Otaki Forks, up the well maintained track to Field Hut, arriving in around two hours. The bushline is 
reached just above Field Hut, and the track to Penn Creek turns north about 500m beyond Table Top 
(1047m). 
This track descends quickly and is often muddy and slick. The steep gradient means the descent is over 
reasonably quickly and before long, the track reaches the creek, which is followed to the hut.  
It’s possible to return to Otaki Forks along a re-established section of track down the river. This used to be a 
well-used route, but some slips had rendered it impassable for many years. The bones of the old track still 
exist, and with some supplejack cutting and the addition of track markers, the route is becoming better. 
However, the slips on the route are still active and the terrain is challenging. It’s advisable to start early just in 
case the river section is impassable and you need to retrace your steps past Field Hut.  
The route descends Penn Creek to Otaki River, and then follows and sidles the river back to Otaki Forks.  
The track is easy to lose, as it weaves its way through the undergrowth, sometimes emerging by the river, and 
sometimes sidling along the steep river banks.  
NOTE: Only take the river route in low or normal flow – not after rain. Navigation experience and route finding 
recommended. If you do not have these skills,r eturn the way you came. 

 
Wild file 
Access From Otaki Forks road end, inland from Otaki 
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time 4-6hr via Field Hut; 4-8hr via Otaki River 
Distance 19.3km 
Total ascent 1596m 
Accommodation Field Hut ($5, 20 bunks); Penn Creek Hut ($5, six bunks) 
Map BP33 
 
 

 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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