
 

 
 
 
Manson Nicholls Memorial Hut, Lewis Pass Scenic Reserve 
 
With low-altitude (topping out at 580m), an easy forest walking track, little elevation and a jewel of a lake, this 
trip makes for an ideal winter tramp in all conditions. Indeed, it’s a fine introduction to winter tramping for 
young families. 
At Marble Hill Campsite, there is a concrete wall constructed in the 1960s, right on the Alpine Fault. It’s there 
to establish a datum for measuring displacement following seismic shifts. 
The track is well-graded on the way to the bridge overlooking The Sluice Box. This is a serene spot, just the 
place to listen to the gin-clear waters of the Alfred River as it squeezes through a cleft in the greywacke rock. 
A formed tramping track continues, with occasional tree-falls, one unbridged stream (in normal flow stepping 
stones avoid wet feet), many boardwalks and a bit of mud. The track is a gentle and steady climb of around 
130m through dense beech forest, following the Alfred River. Troll Bridge is the halfway mark to Manson 
Nicholls Memorial Hut (24 bunks, serviced), where there is a jetty and a composting toilet. 
The hut was built in 1976 by Christchurch Tramping Club and Lake Daniells Fishing Club members. It is 
named in honour of Phillip Nicholls and Brian and Sharon Manson, who were killed by a landslide in 1974 
while sheltering in the old hut on the opposite side of the lake. A fourth member of the party – Bonna Beattie, 
managed to row and crawl to summon help, but it came too late. 
Lake Daniell occupies a glacially-eroded hollow between the Alfred and Spenser ranges. It used to be called 
Lake Daniells, but the Geographic Board changed the name in 2007. 
 
 
 
Wild File 
Access From SH7, 5km east of Springs Junction 
Grade Easy 
Time 3hr 
Distance 7.87km  
Total ascent 287m 
Accommodation Manson-Nicholls Memorial Hut (24 bunks, $15) 
Map BT23 

 
 
 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  



Mt Taranaki/Egmont from North Egmont, Egmont National Park 
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