
 

 
Rogers Hut via Skips Hut, Whirinaki Forest Park, Hawke’s Bay 
 
It’s a bit of a drive to, and down, Okahu Road, where there are plenty of excellent camping spots, but Mid 
Okahu Hut, halfway along the road, has been removed (according to DOC, ‘Mid Okahu Hut has reached the 
end of its design life. Due to increased maintenance costs and health and safety concerns, the hut has been 
removed and will not be replaced.’).  
It’s a light womble from the trailhead up and over to Skips Hut, gaining some 120m altitude in an easy fashion 
along the dual0use track. The walk in is picturesque aside from some windfall and destruction early on, and 
there are no stream crossings to speak of, just a few bridges. There is, however, one tricky slip on the way, 
where the stream has eaten away at the bank and the track has fallen into the water.  
It takes just under two hours to reach the hut, although it could easily be done 90 in minutes. Skips is a clean 
nine-bunker with a wood burner and a deck that overlooks the Whangatawhia Stream. Whio are at home here.  
Carry on to Rogers Hut, aka Te Wairoa Hut. Rogers is an historic six bunker, resplendent with stained glass 
windows and hand hewn bunk beams. 
The Moerangi Stream flows past impressively and there’s plenty around the hut to explore and enjoy. The hut 
is at the junction of the track to Mangakahika Hut and the mountain bike/shared use track to Moerangi Hut, so 
there’s plenty of traffic.   
 
Wild file 
Access From Okahu Road end (turn off at Ngaputahi)  
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time Road end to Skips Hut, 1.5-2hr; Skips Hut to Rogers Hut, 1.5-2hr 
Distance 10.8km  
Total ascent 627m  
Accommodation Skips Hut ($5, nine bunks), Rogers Hut ($5, six bunks) 
Map BG39 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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