
 

 
Mt Larkins, Whakaari Conservation Area 
 
For a demanding overnight hike with some decent altitude near Queenstown, look no further than Mt Larkins.  
The magic of this summit is not only in its 2300m height and outstanding panoramic views, but for the fact that 
the way up from Heather Jock Hut is not signposted and therefore off the beaten track.  
Heather Jock Hut is reached on the Mt Judah Track, an old mining trail that passes the Glenorchy Scheelite 
Battery and other historic mining huts for day use only. Heather Jock sleeps three and there is information in 
the hut on the best route up Mt Larkins.  
It’s fairly simple: climb onto the ridge above the hut and follow this to the summit of Mt Alaska, 1965m. Cairns 
then mark the way over three spot heights, the last of which, Pt1912, sits near the base of the final climb to Mt 
Larkins. The circular six bunk Kelly’s Hut is near here, too. 
From here, a small ridge leads to Pt2238, but you can also climb the northern scree slope to the summit of Mt 
Larkins.   
The views are expansive as you get closer to the summit, with Lake Wakatipu, Mt Earnslaw, Mt Tutoko and 
many more peaks visible. 
 
Wild File 
Access From Whakaari Conservation Area car park on the Queenstown Glenorchy Road, 2km before 
Glenorchy 
Grade Moderate-difficult 
Time Car park to Heather Jock Hut, 3-4hr; Heather Jock Hut to Mt Larkins, 8hr return 
Distance 12.1km 
Total ascent 2261m 
Accommodation Heather Jock Hut (free, three bunks); Kelly’ Hut (free, six bunks);  
Map CB10 

 
 
 
 
 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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