
 

 
Big River Hut, Victoria Forest Park 
 
A 1931 advertisement in The Dominion newspaper inviting readers to invest in Big River Goldmines Limited, 
described it as ‘a worthwhile speculation’. Although it was one of the smaller mines in the Inangahua field, Big 
River was one of the richest in terms of returns to shareholders. Between 1907 and 1924, when the mine was 
most profitable, they received their initial investment back 188 times over.  
Intensive mining started at Big River in 1882 and operated for 60 years. The mine closed in 1942, but the 
fascinating relics around its site are still a major attraction. An increasing number of people go to see them via 
the Waiuta-Inangahua track system. 
By starting at Waiuta, you can avoid a steep climb from Deep Creek in the opposite direction. Initial scrub 
gives way to beech forest as the well-graded, benched track sidles the hillsides through quintinia, kamahi and 
southern rata for two hours, before reaching a low saddle (740m). Here it zigzags down to Sunderland Creek, 
an area pervaded by impressive cascades of moss and tannin-stained water.  
Explore the scant remains of the St George and Big River South Mines on two short, poorly-marked side-
tracks before crossing the creek and climbing about 80m to the ridge top. From here, the track meanders 
down to an area of swampy land, with its wonderful feeling of openness. Progress through low scrub is 
assisted by extensive boardwalks. The track then drops briefly through a wooded valley to Big River Hut.  
The hut sits on a grassy hilltop studded with sun orchids. From this vantage point, the remains of various mine 
buildings and structures can be seen, plus remnants of associated settlement, that are significant parts of the 
Big River cultural landscape. About half of them fall within the Big River Ecological Area and the rest within 
Victoria Conservation Park. Many are protected by the Historic Places Act. 
It is an enticing area to explore: the restored poppet head sits atop a 602m main shaft. Below, in its own 
specially-rebuilt shed, lies the winding engine, with its bricked-in boilers. Both are of national significance.  
The continuation to the Inangahua River is somewhat more demanding. From the poppet head, descend 
gradually to the Big River sawmill. An old tramway led past a series of coal-mines, before a relatively steep 
climb followed by a rapid descent into Deep Creek. Once on the flat, a bridge enables easy access to the 
Golden Lead Stamper Battery.  
Half an hour down Deep Creek, cross a swingbridge to the Cumberland Battery site. If the river is low, it’s 
possible to follow the riverbed and terraces to the confluence with the Inangahua River. The alternative track 
is, however, full of ups and downs. The final section, along the old Progress Water Race Track to the 
suspension bridge, contains hundreds of steps. 
 
WILD FILE 
Access From Waiuta, 21km south of Reefton or from Inangahua Suspension Bridge, off SH 7, 11km east of 
Reefton 
Grade Easy-moderate 
Time Waiuta to Big River Hut, 4-5hr; Big River Hut to Inangahua River, 7-8hr 
Distance 24.6km 
Total ascent 1459m 
Accommodation Big River Hut ($15, 20 bunks) 
Map BT21, BT22  
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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