
 

 
 
Pinnacles Track, Putangirua Pinnacles Scenic Reserve 
 
Just two hours south-east of Wellington are the Putangirua Pinnacles, a unique conglomeration of rock 
columns, also known as badlands. 
The geological namesake of these columns – hoodoos – seem to allude to the idea that some dark sorcery 
had wrought them from the earth. 
In reality, these hoodoos are the lingering remnants of a receding ocean that once covered the nearby Aorangi 
Range. Rain and wind have sculpted the towers over the past 125,000 years, stripping away the softer layers 
of rock and leaving behind the harder bases and distinctive caps of the hoodoos.  
The Pinnacles are located near the outlet of Putangirua Stream, an easy walk inland from Palliser Bay. The 
track, which departs from a popular DOC campsite, wanders through tall flax along the stream bed before 
splitting in two. Walkers can take the left fork and continue through the bush to a ridge overlooking the 
Pinnacles, or head right and follow the stream to the base of the formations.  
Heading right will take you along the gravel bed before reaching a sharp northward bend and a climb in 
elevation. Around the bend is the first true view of the Pinnacles. A towering forest of formations arising from 
the river corridor, with many pinnacles attaining heights of over 50m. They are formidable, but also fragile. The 
landscape is littered with rocks, which speaks of the slow yet unremitting erosion of the hoodoos. 
At the base of the formations is a complicated labyrinth of passageways. The paths, carved mostly by 
rainwater and flattened by the boots of other trampers, winds upwards and inwards towards the cliff sides from 
which the hoodoos had been born. The paths grow increasingly steep and narrow, eventually becoming too 
thin to squeeze through. 
 
Wild File 
Access From Cape Palliser Road. The Pinnacles trailhead and DOC campsite are located on the left 
immediately before a one-lane bridge  
Grade Easy 
Time: 1.5-2hr return (riverbed only); 2.5-3hr return (riverbed/lookout) 
Distance 4km 
Total ascent 320m 
Accommodation Putangirua Pinnacles campsite  
Map BQ33 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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