
 

 
Waterfall Hut via Hinerua Hut, Ruahine Forest Park 
 
WILD FILE 
 
Access From Mill Road end via Ashley Clinton 
Grade Difficult 
Time 2-3 days. Road end to Hinerua hut, 3hr; Hinerua Hut to Waterfall Hut, 6-8hr  
Distance 13.5km 
Total ascent 1580m  
Accommodation Hinerua hut ($5, 4 bunks), Waterfall hut ($5, 6 bunks) 
Map BL36, BK36 
 
 
 
Description 
It’s long day’s walk to Waterfall Hut, an historic hut at the head of the Kawhatau River and located on a 
beautiful sand bank at the confluence of Waterfall and Pinnacle creeks. 
The beginning of the track drops to the Tukituki River, crossing it several times before reaching the shelter of 
the forest where the climb begins to Hinerua Ridge and to the four-bunk Hinerua Hut. 
From Hinerua Hut, climb a spur to join Broken Ridge and then walk the tops to Paemutu, 1682m. A tussock-
covered ridge reveals the dramatic windswept landscape and rugged beauty of the country. 
Broken Ridge deserves its name for the narrow knife-edge of rotten crumbling rock just north of Paemutu. The 
ridge here narrows until it becomes nothing more than a thin line between two scree slopes where cliffs drop 
500m to the valley floor. The trail leads around several rocky outcrops with daunting exposure. 
The gradient of the spur leading into the Kawhatau River becomes steeper and more slippery. Follow it down, 
avoiding false trails leading onto steep, gravel-on-rock faces. Gradually, the spur widens and at the final knob 
halfway down Paemutu, the going becomes easier. 
Once at Waterfall Hut, an alternate route back goes up the Kawhatau River, which climbs more directly to 
Paemutu. But if the prospect of getting wet feet doesn’t appeal, retrace your steps back to the beginning. 
 
 
 
 
Elevation Profile 
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much 

information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route, 
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps 

and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.  
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