Big Ben, Torlesse Korowai Tussockland Park
WILD FILE
Access A signposted car park and marked easement on the east side of Coleridge Road, 15km north-west of
Windwhistle on SH7
Grade Moderate
Time 3-5hr to summit
Distance 7.82k to summit
Total ascent 1037m
Map BX20, BW21
Description
Out the back of the Rakaia Gorge in central Canterbury, where the river broadens into a large floodplain and
the foothill ranges fall back, is a relatively new accessway onto the south-eastern end of the Big Ben Range
and Big Ben, a large rounded 1416m summit.
It’s known as the Dry Acheron Track and its formation through private land to reach the toe of the range
provides some great opportunities for hikes in a remarkable setting.
Head through the lower Dry Acheron Stream, a very attractive stream which flows through a series of minigorges, open space and terraces as it drains the Big Ben Range.
From the base of Big Ben, a rough trail climbs the face, which is poled to make life a little easier. There’s a
very pleasant plateau at around 1000m, where a small knoll offers sweeping views of the Rakaia Valley, and a
place to rest. The view spans Mt Hutt, up the Rakaia to the Main Divide, over to Lake Coleridge and into the
Wilberforce.
After a false summit, there’s one final long easy slope to the range crest and Big Ben.
Like its name, the view from the summit is big and covers much of the Canterbury Plains, all of the Rakaia,
Coleridge and Wilberforce basins and the Big Ben Range which rolls away to the north-west like a frozen
wave.
The jumbled topography of the Lake Coleridge Basin is fascinating from here, with numerous isolated
triangular hillocks jostled for space amid the tawny downs; appearing like a giant’s army preparing for battle.
Elevation Profile
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much
information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route,
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps
and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.
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